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Director of Ceremonies; 

Invited Distinguished Guests;  

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

It gives me pleasure and distinct honour to be invited to this 

important occasion. Firstly let me take this opportunity to 

congratulate the members of Namibia Rural Women’s Assembly for 

taking the initiative to form this organization.  As a nation in general, 

and as women in particular, we can only make a significant 

contribution to the economic development of our country, and to 

the eradication of food and nutrition insecurity, if we combine efforts 

and harness synergies through organizations such as this one.   

 

Director of Ceremonies; 

Ladies and Gentlemen;  

 

Agriculture is one of the important pillars of the economies of many 

African countries including Namibia.  It is well documented that 

about 70% of the population in Namibia , which is dominated by 

women, depend on the agriculture for their livelihood. 

 

It is also on record that 70 % of the world food is produced by small 

scale farmers, the majority of which are also rural women.  In 

addition, studies have it that on average, 43% of the labour force in 

agriculture is made up of women.  In Africa, the overall average 

labour force is 50% women, and ranges from over 40% in Southern 

Africa to 50% in East Africa.  These figures are a clear indication that 

rural women play a pivotal role in agricultural production, and as a 

result make a significant and valuable contribution to food security 

and nutrition on our continent in general and Namibia in particular.  

However, despite this contribution, in most countries, women still lag 

behind men in terms of access to productive and financial 

resources.  It is high time that the role of rural women in this sector is 

recognized and is given the credit it deserve through supportive 
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measures and enhanced gender mainstreaming and equality in all 

agricultural,food security and nutrition policies. 

 

 

Director of Ceremonies; 

Ladies and Gentlemen;  

 

As  a country, Namibia committed to contribute to the achievement 

of the Sustainable Development Goals under the 2030 Agenda of 

the United Nations.  In this context Namibia undertook to contribute 

to the attainment of Sustainable Goal 2 on “Zero hunger” and 

Sustainable Goal 1 on “No poverty” by the year 2030. Rural women 

and girls are vital agents and important role players in the process 

that will lead to the achievement of these Goals. Therefore, we need 

to continue intensifying our support to the  rural women and women 

organisations through targeted agricultural strategies and 

programmes. Our existing policies such as the Namibia Agricultural 

Policy, Food Security and Nutrition Policy as well as the Green 

Scheme Policy make provision for such strategies and programmes.  

If women are to continue playing their leading role in the march 

towards the Sustainable Development Goals, addressing gender 

inequality in agriculture is a must as it will create a conducive 

environment for rural women farmers as well as girls to exercise their 

full potential and adequately contribute to the improvement  of 

food security and nutrition in Namibia. 

 

 

Director of Ceremonies; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 

Statistics from the Food and Agriculture Organisation shows that 815 

million people in the world are chronically undernourished.  In 

addition, the same source indicates that 2.1 billion people still live in 

poverty and 767 million are extremely poor, most of them live in rural 

areas and depend on agriculture for their income and food security.  

The trend being highlighted by this statistics is a concern since we 

are only 13 years way from 2030.  In order words, this is an indication 
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that we might not achieve Sustainable Development Goals  No 1 

and No 2  that I referred to earlier.  As women organization we 

should, therefore, rethink our strategies with the objective of 

doubling our efforts and implement programmes that will accelerate 

achievement of this Sustainable Development Goals at the national 

and international levels.  

 

Director of Ceremonies 

 

In conclusion, I would like to refer to the publication of  Food and 

Agricultural Organisation (FAO) which states that “ Women’s 

contribution to Food Security too often remain invisible and 

undervalued and therefore not adequately reflected in policy, legal 

and institutional framework”. The Government of Namibia fully 

agrees with this statement and I would like to assure you that our 

Government through the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 

values and considers organizations such as  the Namibia Rural 

Women’s Assembly as an important stakeholder with the potential to 

complement  the efforts of our Government in the fight against 

hunger, poverty and and food insecurity.   The Government will, 

therefore, ensure that your contribution, towards food security does 

not become invisible or undervalued.  To give you an example on 

how we give such assurance, recently I officiated at an Award 

giving ceremony in Katima Mulilo where best performing farmers in 

the maize production were recognized through different prices and 

trophies.  I, therefore, encourage your organization to continue with 

the good work of empowering rural women, and invite you to join 

Government in the implementation of Food Security and Nutrition 

Projects in the rural areas of our country. 

 

I wish you a successful International Rural Women’s Day and 

I thank you for your attention.   


