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RURAL WOMEN ARE THE GUARDIANS OF LAND, LIFE, SEEDS AND LOVE  IN THIS ISSUE 

On the 30-31 March our sisters in 
Zambia started their preparatory 
meeting for the launch of the Zambia 
chapter of the Rural Women’s 
Assembly (RWA). 
 
The meeting was started in song; WE 
ARE FARMERS! 
 
Participants were drawn from RWA 
member provinces and the hosting 
district; comprising of traditional 
leadership, some government Heads of 
Departments, rural women community 
function groups, farmer groups and 
NGOs. 
 
We also recognised the presence of 
Her Royal Princess Cholwe 
Nkomeshya who represented the senior 
Chieftainess Nkomeshya Muka 
Maambo II, from the Busoli Royal 
Establishment Chiefdom. 
 
Chairperson Grace Tepula in her 
address to participants pointed out that 
it “was good to have more women in 
decision making positions, including 
traditional structures”. Tepula also 
stated that “Zambia has not reached 
the SADC protocol of 30% women 

representation in parliament and this 
makes it difficult for our issues to be 
adequately addressed. People make 
decisions on behalf of women”. Hence, 
we repeat the slogan NOTHING FOR 
US WITHOUT US! 
  
The aims of this meeting were to: 

         Explain the meaning of the RWA 

         Understand the functions of the 
RWA and the role of women in society 

         to introduce Zambian communities 
to the focus areas of the RWA 

         Women as Guardians of Land 

         Discuss Climate Justice 

         Develop partnerships with RWA 
focus areas in Chongwe and the rest of 
the country 

         Create a solidarity platform for 
rural women small scale farmers to 
engage with decision makers on issues 
that affect them. 
An outline of activities for the year was 
also presented. Here, there was a focus 
on events such as the International Day 
of Rural Women, solidarity exchanges 
such as the women farmers that are 
affected by the mining industry, 
engagement on policy, the promotion of 
indigenous seeds for food security, a  

 

ZAMBIA 
We share the gathering of rural women across Zambia 
as they prepare to launch the next Rural Women’s 
Assembly chapter. We are growing! 

 

 

XENOPHOBIA 
Press statements from the recent xenophobic attacks in 
South Africa. 

We are growing! 
Zambia prepares to launch the next RWA chapter 

APRIL 2015 
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This year COP 21 will be held from 
the 30th November to 11th 
December in Paris, France. Earlier 
this month the RWA attended a 
preparatory meeting in Maputo, 
Mozambique.  

It is especially important that we 
prepare for this meeting as the 
issue of climate justice must be 
integrated into our work and into 
farm worker and small scale farmer 
struggles.  

 

 

We already see the effects of 
climate change as many countries 
face water shortages, especially in 
South Africa where the area 
running from the Western Cape to 
Limpopo is on the list for the most 
affected regions by  

As the RWA we have attended 
many UN COP meetings and have 
made our voices heard. It is 
therefore imperative that we 
increase our knowledge base as we 
prepare for the next global meeting 
in our fight for climate justice. 

THERE CAN BE NO CLIMATE 
JUSTICE WITHOUT GENDER 
JUSTICE! 

RURAL WOMEN’S ASSEMBLY NEWSLETTER 

Follow us on Twitter: @womensassembly   

“like” us on facebook.com/SARuralWomen 

campaign against the exploitation of SADC 
resources, promotion of small scale farmers 
to feed into AU agricultural policy, enhancing 
advocacy skills, increasing the knowledge 
base of women with regard to the system of 
dominance (patriarchy) and to enhance 
communication between RWA members. 
 
Many also gave presentations and 
comments about current activities and 
issues that affect us, from that a proposed 
theme for the launch of the RWA Zambia 
Chapter was established. This theme would 
be based on soils: 2015 as the 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF SOILS. 
 
The interim board had also established 
working groups in preparation for the official 
launch. 
 
In closing, Tepula thanked participants for 
attending the meeting and the confidence 
they showed in the RWA reiterating our 
common goal for food sovereignty in our 
homes. Going forward she also stated that 
we need the continued support of or partners 
in the preparation of the launch and the 
events that will follow. 
 

Maputo: Preparing for COP21 
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We work and struggle side by side 

with the rural and urban poor to 

challenge hunger, poverty, 

landlessness and inequality in the 

region and globally. 

Our slogan is “We are the 

Guardians of land, seeds, life and 

love” because we understand that 

as the poor our task is to unite and 

build a common solidarity and a 

common humanity that can 

struggle and build a resistance to 

the 1% that control the wealth of 

the world and our countries. 

It is in this vein that we condemn 

the violence against our sisters and 

brothers from across the region. 

We also condemn those leaders and 

small business communities that 

stroke this type of violence and 

hatred. Presently, South Africa is 

witnessing the loss of humanity for 

our brothers and sisters across the 

continent. To date, 5 people have 

been killed in the xenophobic 

violence that has flared up in 

KwaZulu Natal and we urge 

everybody to stand in solidarity 

against this atrocity. 

The Barbaric nature of these 

attacks serves to underline real 

social tensions and a breakdown of 

social cohesion arising from 

growing poverty, unemployment, 

inequality and a sense of despair in 

South Africa. 

We know that underlying the 

xenophobic attacks is high 

unemployment and poverty in our 

townships, especially amongst 

black working class youth. 

 

We must STAND UP against these 

attacks on our brothers and sisters! 

We must MARCH against the 

system which divides us! We must 

UNITE and build a common 

humanity! 

South Africa is a country that has 

reached a tipping point. The 

government of South Africa must 

face the responsibility of closing 

the gap of social injustice and 

political grievances coming from its 

citizens. We must join hands to 

fight the system that forces people 

to trek thousands of kilometers to 

seek a “better life”. 

The country and government 

welcomes and accommodates those 

foreigners who invest in 

companies, buy farms and extract 

and repatriate wealth, steal our 

taxes and are not chased, instead 

government welcomes them and 

makes concessions to draw them to 

South Africa. 

Already, the government of Malawi 

will evacuate its people that have 

been affected. In Zimbabwe, MPs 

have delivered a petition to the 

South African embassy in Harare in 

a call to stop the violence. 

We call on all concerned to 

STAND UP! MARCH and show 

SOLIDARITY with our African 

brothers and sisters. 

AFRICA UNITE! 

UNITE AND BUILD COMMON 

HUMANITY! 

   

RWA says NO! to xenophobia 

 

 

This month South Africa was 
plunged into chaos as xenophobic 
attacks on our African sisters and 
brothers flared up in KwaZulu Natal 
and Johannesburg. At least seven 
people have been killed in the 
violence.  

This is not the first time South Africa 
has witnessed attacks fueled by 
xenophobia. In 2008 more than 60 
people died across the country.  

The Rural Women’s Assembly 
condemns these attacks in the 
strongest possible terms. Below, see 
our statement and the statement 
from Maputo at a press conference 
we attended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Statement: Rural Women 

Condemn Xenophobic Attacks  

Unite and Build Common 

Humanity! 

South Africa, 16 April 2015. The 

Rural Women’s Assembly (RWA) is 

a regional movement of rural 

women that works across 9 

countries in the SADC region.  
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Maputo, April 23, 2015 - The African 

Charter on Human and People’s 

Rights says that: “Human beings 

are inviolable. Every human being 

shall be entitled to respect for his 

life and the integrity of his person. 

No one may be arbitrarily deprived 

of this right.” This is being violated 

in South Africa through the 

xenophobic attacks on Africans. 

Solidarity has been one of the 

strongest values and strength for 

Africans. In this moment of pain 

and dismay representative of 

several African civil society 

organizations want to show their 

deepest solidarity to their brothers 

and sisters directly and indirectly 

affected. “We empathize with 

families of those who died and we 

appalled by the lack of clear 

leadership in this dark moment 

from most of our African 

governments. We extend our 

sincere solidarity to all our people 

that are forced to be in unsafe and 

vulnerable conditions in the region 

and across the continent”, says a 

representative from Mozambique. 

African civil society organizations 

gathered in a conference in Maputo, 

from April 21-23 to build solidarity 

for climate justice and provide 

peoples solutions for the climate 

crisis. The conference, “Seeding 

Climate Justice” has brought 

together more than 135 people 

from movements such as La Via 

Campesina, Friends of the Earth 

Africa, the Rural Women’s 

Assembly, World March of Women, 

WoMining as well as people from 

local organisations from 

Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 

South Africa, Botswana, Nigeria and 

Kenya. 

As movements of Southern Africa 

and Africa they have a history of 

working together, organising 

common campaigns and building 

solidarity. “We have a common 

history of defeating and 

condemning apartheid. Together 

we have to defeat and condemn 

this scourge of xenophobia”, said a 

representative from South Africa. 

As Southern Africans, people live 

and share common territory, share 

the water, the oceans, the 

mountains and the bio-diversity – 

they are interdependent. But also 

share common cultures, histories 

and languages. 

“It is our belief that the borders 

across the continent of Africa are 

nothing more than colonial 

constructs that have sadly been 

carried over and perfected by 

African governments. We want to 

reiterate that nobody is illegal and 

certainly no African is illegal on this 

continent”, said a representative 

from Kenya. She further urge the 

governments of Africa and the 

people to support free movement 

and equal rights for all and unity 

between all. “What we have 

witnessed with the deaths of 

African immigrants in South Africa 

and those crossing the seas heading 

to Europe is that African lives are 

disposable and we reject this fate. 

Open the borders and keep them 

open”, she added. 

Governments across Africa have a 

responsibility to assure citizens of 

their safety irrespective of where 

they choose to reside or to do 

business. In the same vein the 

African Union and the regional 

blocks such as the Southern African 

Development Community, the East 

African Community and the 

Economic Community of West 

African States have a duty to ensure 

the enjoyment of the right to life, 

freedom from discrimination and 

all rights enshrined in the African 

Charter on Human and Peoples' 

Rights. Anything to the contrary is 

an unacceptable abnegation of 

Africans unite against 
xenophobia in South Africa 
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responsibility and a betrayal of our 

peoples, they argue. 

The xenophobic violence in South 

Africa has, in the last six years, 

cruelly stolen the lives of hundreds 

of Africans and dislocated many 

thousands more. This violence 

towards other black Africans is 

deeply rooted in the colonial 

history of the SADC region, which 

created false boundaries between 

African peoples, and carved up our 

land and natural resources for the 

benefit of the colonists. 

South Africa’s apartheid history 

must also be blamed for fomenting 

tensions between different ethnic 

groups and tribes in South Africa 

and the region, and for the 

migration of African men into the 

deeply exploitative South African 

mining industry, a pattern which 

remains largely unchanged in post-

Apartheid South Africa. The 

oppressive poverty and inequalities 

created in South Africa’s past 

remain substantially unchanged for 

the majority of black South Africans 

now, and lie at the heart of this 

scourge of xenophobic violence. 

The problem of xenophobia is not 

only a South African or African 

problem. It is a global problem 

linked to an economic and political 

system that keeps Africa and the 

majority of its people poor. 

“As our land and minerals and 

natural resources are exploited and 

privatized, as climate change bites 

deeply and destroys our 

livelihoods, Africans migrate across 

these false borders in search of 

work and a better life, an elusive 

quest for the majority on this 

continent”, said a representative 

from Botswana. 

 

Tinashe Kairiza (TK) interviews 
Phoebe Vhareta (PV), the first 
woman to break into the Zimbabwe 
Farmers Union (ZFU) following last 
year’s congress resolution to create 
a third Vice President Position that 
will be exclusively reserved for 
women. 

As the newly elected National 
Women Council Chairperson, 
Phoebe Vhareta’s path to the ZFU 
presidium seems all clear. 

Vhareta states that she is not 
apprehensive about prospects of 
becoming the first woman leader to 
hold such a senior position in the 
ZFU Presidium. 

Without attaching so much 
sentimental value to that historical 
feat, Vhareta was quick to outline 
her vision to complement on-going 
efforts to recruit new members and 
bolster all structures of the Union. 
Read on… 

TK: Makorokoto Amai for being 
elected the new National Women 
Council Chairperson. It almost 
seems certain now that you will 
automatically ascend to the ZFU 
presidium following a Congress 
decision to create a special slot for 
a third Vice President that will be 
held by women. 

PV: Ndinotenda 
mwanangu.Chekutanga I should 
thank the entire ZFU family for 
reposing great confidence in 
women. I take it as 
acknowledgement that the ZFU 
leadership and membership is 
expressing for the enormous 
contribution that women have 
made towards the advancement of 
the Union’s vision. So that is how I 

see it. I do not entirely regard it as 
personal success. The position is 
for all women. 

TK: But are you not a bit nervous to 
be in that position Amai? 
Remember you will be the first 
woman to hold such a senior 
position in the Union. 

PV (light laughter)…kana 
mwanangu, I am not even 
frightened. In fact, I will try to use 
my position as the current National 
Women Council Chair and possibly 
as the incoming ZFU Third Vice 
President to try and uplift women 
in all districts of Zimbabwe. 
Women should initiate income 
generating projects. But I am 
mindful that all too often, women 
do not have land and access to 
capital. So I will try to use my 
position within ZFU to try and push 
to have those issues addressed. So 
you see, there is no room for fear. 
Such a position requires someone 
with an unflinching resolve, and I 
am sure that I have the boldness in 
character to be in that position of 
leadership. Ndinovimbawo kuti 
kutsungirira uku kwandinako 
ndikowo kune madzimai akawanda 
arimumusangano wedu weZFU. So 
women are ready to lead, if they 
are elected in positions of 
leadership. 

TK: As the National Women 
Chairperson, what are your 
immediate priorities? 

PV: Basa iguru iri 
mwanangu.Chekutanga ndechekuti 
the whole Women’s Council should 
work towards strengthening all 
women structures starting from the 
club, area, district, province and 
right up to the main wing. Those 

Zimbabwe: Interview with 
Phoebe Vhareta from ZFU 
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structures should be visible and 
strong. We do not want a situation 
where there are no structures in 
some areas. 

So my key priority is to help ana 
baba varikutungamira musangano 
to make sure that all structures of 
the Union are functional. This is not 
only limited to women structures. 
We want to make sure that all 
Commodity Associations are 
functional. We want to make sure 
that the Youth Wing is also 
functional. But importantly, I am 
sure there is nothing wrong to have 
the bias that women should also be 
in positions of leadership in those 
structures, from the club level right 
up to the main wing. I say so 
because most women do not hold 
any positions of leadership, even at 
club level. 

TK: You spoke about the need for 
women to start income generating 
projects, what kind of projects are 
these? 

PV: For a long time our women 
have just been producing and 
selling their products to the market 
without any form of value addition. 
But there has to be a transition 
from producing to processing our 
produce. In some areas other 
women are already doing it, 
processing and packaging their 
vegetables. Our projects should 
now develop, we are seeing miriwo 
and fruits yakafushwa in retail 
shops ine mitengo yakanaka. So 
what can stop our women 
members to do the same so that 
they can generate extra income? 
Ultimately, we should have the 
capacity to access export markets. I 
am confident that women, and local 
farmers in general have the 
capacity to grow their projects to 
that level. This is why we are 
focusing on encouraging farmers to 
form robust Commodity 
Associations. But all this requires 
our farmers to be first organised so 

that they can run these projects 
efficiently. 

TK: At the moment do you have 
organised groups of women or 
farmers doing such kind of 
projects? 

PV: Oh yes, we do have quite a 
number of organised groups of 
women and farmers that are 
running such projects. I am sure 
you have heard about what the 
Zimbabwe National Horticulture 
Association is doing. This 
commodity association is affiliated 
to ZFU. That have managed to buy 
trucks from their income. They are 
not the only ones. In Murehwa we 
do have the Kambeva brothers, our 
own members who are doing 
exceptionally well processing 
vegetables. We do have many 
groups of women who are into 
honey, fish and mushroom 
production. And many of them are 
able to sustain their families from 
these projects. But we are also 
saying we should also lift the other 
women who are struggling so that 
they can initiate these kinds of 
projects. 

TK: I should thank you for your 
time. And let me wish you all the 
best of success in your new 
position. 

PV: Tinotenda. 
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On the 19th March women from 
across South Africa met to speak 
out about the evictions on farms. 
Songs echoed across the hall as 
hundreds of women gathered to 
speak.  

One such song that got everyone on 
their feet was “Farmer Abrahams 
has many farms and I work on one 
of them”.   

The meeting was opened by 
Carmen and Colette from the 
Women on Farms Project. They 
stressed the significance of the 
dialogue. The participants came 
from many different areas in the 
Western Cape as well as some 
women from KwaZulu Natal, 
Limpopo and Gauteng.  

Colette’s opening remarks spoke to 
the significance of the day – it was a 
dialogue between farm workers 
and government on farm evictions 
– it was organised.  

73 000 workers lost jobs since the 
2012 -2013 farm worker revolt. 
Increasingly, permanent workers 
are losing their jobs, more are 
becoming seasonal and greater 
numbers are casualised.  Women 
workers are the majority of those 
who have lost their jobs. The loss of 
work is also accompanied by farm 
worker evictions.  

The Extension of Security of Tenure 
Act (ESTA) was introduced in 1997 
to protect farm workers from 
arbitrary evictions, but over the 
decade we have seen more farm 
workers evicted than at any other 
moment. So ESTA appears to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide farmers with the legal 
means to evict workers.  

Then there is the broader issue of 
access to land, farm workers 
remain vulnerable to farmers 
because rural poor and farm 
workers have no access to land. 
Again the government has 
acknowledged that Willing Buyer 
Willing Seller (WBWS) has failed.  
Then there is recent new policies 
for farm workers but these are not 
at all going to address the 
underlying issue of landlessness 
and security of tenure.  

The demand for meaningful land 
redistribution is central to the 
security of rural poor.  

Drama production/play: It was a 
story of evictions and exploitation 
on the farms and also the rights of 
women. 

Discussion on the play: Women 
said that they were very sad that it 
was so common, many also spoke 
about the lack of housing and the 
corruption of the municipalities.  

 

“this play is like my life. The farmer 
keeps threatening me and telling 
me to fuck off, but I have fought 
back!  We have to remain in our 
houses even if the roofs are off. We 
have been to government with 
these issues and we still have no 
response.”  

June from Ceres: the richest 
farmer has stopped trying to evict 
us but they use a new strategy, they 
have let the house go to ruins – it’s 
completely rundown. Today the 
house is completely damp.  

Sarah from Robertson: I am from 
Robertson, in 2013 all the men 
were dismissed. We were served 
with eviction notices. I had to take 
my son out of school we had no 
money for him to go to school. The 
union assisted us to go to court  

Florenia from Paarl: Today I am 
so heart-broken, I am still angry 
after all these years. My husband 
and I worked a farm for 30 years, 
my children and the farmers 
children grew up together. She 
looked after the old farmer and his 
wife - she nursed them till they 
died. Immediately after the 

BLOG: Anti-eviction  

Dialogue, South Africa 
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farmer’s death all the men on the 
farm were dismissed. Immediately 
after the dismissal they were 
served with evictions notices. The 
day of the eviction notice her 
husband had a heart attack along 
the way, he lay outside. The young 
farmer passed by looked at her 
husband but simply drove on. I 
begged him to give us extra time 
before evicting us. But he said – 
“no! You have to go”.  

The day we were evicted it rained, 
all our furniture was put in the rain. 
All my hard earned things were put 
out in the rain and got damaged. 
That day I asked the farmer for 
water, even this small favour, was 
received.  

The municipality gave us 
alternative accommodation in 
Mbekeweni in an informal 
settlement. It was very hard for us 
– it’s tough, the area is dirty and 
has no sanitation facilities. Our 
lives are insecure - we don’t know 
this type of life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lionel Bierwinkel – From the 
Department of Rural 
Development and Land Reform – 
he is responsible for ESTA in the 
Cape Winelands District.   He said 
that people had different 
experiences of ESTA, some 
positive and negative.  

Cape Winelands is a hot spot area 
for evictions (Drakenstein 
district) Wellington and Paarl has 
the highest amount of evictions - 
many households (sometimes up 
to 13 people per household).   

In the Western Cape most people 
are evicted when they are 
dismissed. Often the man is 
evicted – the wife usually has 
casual employment. This makes it 
easier for the farmer to evict the 
families.  

There are no cases at this point that 
has helped them to go to court. 
Rather the experience is that 
farmers are making the lives of the 
farm workers and farm dwellers 
difficult to live on the farm often 
using subtle ways to push people to 
resign.  

Ruth Hall – it’s not just about the 
horrible farmers, it’s also the 
economy – there is a new kind of 
economy – the evictions started in 
1996, it started when the 
government withdrew subsidies. 
We have to relook at everything 
that is happening on the farms - we 
cannot be free until we have land 
that we can make decisions about. 

Farms are a place of employment 
and a place to live, so this makes it 
complex because the lives are so 
intertwined.   

 

 

 

 

 

But what about the new policies: 
“Relative rights of farm workers”, 
what does this really mean?  This 
policy says the ones who are “good 
farm workers” can have a share. 

What is her suggestion: Imagine 
how we can use this land 
differently? What is the alternative? 
Government has yet to expropriate 
land to meet our needs?   

ESTA - look at section 4 – it gives 
the Minister the right to buy the 
land you are on. Government 
mostly sits back and allows poor 
and rich people to fight over land.  

She spoke of TCOE - PLAAS study 
where these processes were 
monitored over time - it is clear 
that as the economic crisis deepens, 
the farmers will continue to evict 
workers. 

 

 

“I lost my eye sight 
from pesticides and 

then they tried to push 
me off the farm. We 

challenged the farmer 
to evict the family - 

today her husband still 
works there” 

 

“My father was old 
when he died, he 

worked for over 30 
years. The day after he 

died we were forced 
out of the house - we 

were still in the house 
when the bulldozer 

came and smashed the 
house. We lived on the 

street – we had 
nowhere to go.” - 
Wonderfontein 
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In March month the Rural Women’s 
Assembly attended the World Social 
Forum in Tunisia. Below is the 
declaration. 
 
The Social Movements Assembly of 
the WSF 2015, Tunisia is the place 
where we come together through 
all our diversity, in order to forge a 
collective agenda to fight against 
capitalism, imperialism, patriarchy, 
racism and all forms of 
discrimination and oppression. 
 
We have forged a common history 
and a common stream of work 
which led to some progress, with 
the hope to garner some amount of 
victory against the ruling system 
and to create several alternatives 
for a socially just development that 
respects nature. 
 
People all over the world are 
suffering the effects of the 
aggravation of a profound crisis of 
capitalism, in which private 
transnational corporations, banks, 
media conglomerates and 
international financial institutions 
are trying to increase their profits 
by applying interventionist and 
neocolonial policies with the 
complicity of neo-liberal 
governments. 
 
War, military occupations, free-
trade neoliberal treaties (Trans-

Atlantic, Trans-Pacific, ALECA, UE-
MERCOSUR, APE, MERCOSUR-
Israel and different bilateral 
treaties) and “austerity measures” 
are expressed in economic 
packages that privatize the 
common good, and public services, 
cut wages, violate rights, increase 
unemployment and precarious 
conditions, overload women´s care 
work and destroys nature. 
Such neo-liberal policies have 
massive impacts both on the 
Southern and the Northern 
countries and contribute to an 
increase in migration, forced 
displacement, evictions, debt, and 
social inequalities. They re-
enforce conservatism 
and the control 
over women´s bodies and lives. In 
addition, they impose "green 
economy" as a solution to the 
environmental and food crisis, 
which not only exacerbates the 
problem, but leads 
to commodification, privatization 
and financialization of life 
and nature. 
 
We assert that the peoples are in no 
way responsible for this crisis and 
they must not continue to pay for it. 
We also assert that no solution is 
possible within the capitalist 
system. Here, in Tunis, we reaffirm 
our commitment to join forces to 
forge a common strategy to guide 

our struggles against 
capitalism. This is why we, social 
movements, struggle: 
 

 Against transnational 
corporations and the financial 
system (IMF, WB and WTO), who 
are the main agents of the capitalist 
system, privatizing life, public 
services and common goods such 
as water, air, land, seeds and 
mineral resources, promoting wars 
and violations of human rights, and 
ransack resources. Transnational 
corporations reproduce 
extractionist practices endangering 
life, grabbing our lands and 
developing genetically modified 
seeds and food, taking away the 
peoples’ right to food and 
destroying biodiversity. 
  
We fight for the cancellation 
of illegitimate and odious 
debt which today is a global 
instrument of 
domination, repression 
and economic and financial 
strangulation of people. We 
reject free trade agreements 
that are imposed by States 
and transnational corporations and 
we affirm that it is possible to build 
another kind of globalization, made 
by and for the people, based on 
solidarity and on freedom of 
movement for all human beings. 
 

Declaration of the Social Movements Assembly  
World Social Forum 2015 
Tunisia, 27 March 2015 

 
People united will never be defeated! 

 



RURAL WOMEN’S ASSEMBLY NEWSLETTER | Issue       10 

 

 

We support the call for an 
international day of action on 18 
April, 2015 against the free trade 
agreements. 
 

 For climate justice and food 
sovereignty, because we know 
that global climate change is the 
result of the capitalist system of 
production, distribution and 
consumption. Transnational 
corporations, international 
financial institutions and 
governments serving them do not 
want to reduce greenhouse gases. 
We denounce “green economy” 
and refuse fake solutions to the 
climate crisis such as bio-fuels, 
genetically modified organisms 
and mechanisms of the carbon 
market like REDD 
(Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation), which ensnare 
impoverished peoples with false 
promises of progress while 
privatizing and commodifying 
the forests and territories 
where these peoples have been 
living for thousands of years. 
We defend food sovereignty and 
support sustainable peasant 
agriculture which are the true 
solutions to the food and 
climate crises and which also 
entail an access to land for all who 
work on it. 
 
We call for a mass mobilization 
on climate in December 2015 in 
Paris alongside the COP21. Let's 
make 2015 the year of 
mobilizing social movements 
around the world for climate 
justice. 
  

 Against violence against 
women, often conducted in 
militarily occupied territories, but 
also violence affecting women who 
are criminalized for taking part in 
social struggles. We fight against 
domestic and sexual violence 
perpetrated on women because 

they are considered objects or 
goods, because the sovereignty of 
their bodies and minds is not 
acknowledged. We fight against the 
traffic of women, girls and boys. 
We defend sexual diversity, the 
right to gender self-determination 
and we oppose all homophobia and 
sexist violence. 
 
We call upon all people to 
support the activities of the 4th 
World March of Women during 
March-October 2015. 
  

 For peace and against war, 
colonialism, occupations and the 
militarization of our lands. 
We denounce the false discourse of 
human rights defense and fight 
against fundamentalism, which is 
often used to justify military 
occupations. We defend the right to 
people’s sovereignty and self-
determination. We denounce the 
installation of foreign military 
bases to instigate conflicts, to 
control and ransack natural 
resources, and to foster 
dictatorships in several countries. 
 
We demand reparations for all 
the peoples who have been 
victims of colonialism across the 
world. 

  
 For democratizing mass media 

and building alternative media, 
which are fundamental 
to overthrow the capitalist logic. 
  

 For resistance and solidarity, we 
fight for our freedom to organize 
trade unions, social movements, 
associations and all other forms of 
peaceful resistance. 
 
We denounce the intensification of 
repressive measures against 
people´s rebellions; the arrests, 

assassinations and 
imprisonments of activists, 
students and journalists; and 
also the criminalization of 
our struggles. 
Inspired by the history of our 
struggles and by the 
rejuvenating strength of the 
people on the streets, the Social 
Movements Assembly call 
upon everyone to mobilize 
and develop actions - 
coordinated at the world level 
– in a global week of 
mobilization against 
capitalism from 17 to 25 
October, 2015 
 
Social movements of the world, 
let us advance towards a global 

unity to shatter the capitalist 
system! 
Let’s strengthen our solidarity with 
the people of the world who fight 
everyday against imperialism, 
colonialism, exploitation, 
patriarchy, racism and injustice in 
Tunisia, Palestine, Kurdistan, Syria, 
Iraq, Libya, Greece, Spain, Burkina 
Faso, Mali, Congo (DRC), Central 
Africa, and Western Sahara...  
 
Long live the people’s struggle! 
People united will never be 
defeated! 
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Follow us on Twitter: @womensassembly   

“like” us on facebook.com/SARuralWomen 
 


