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RURAL WOMEN ARE THE GUARDIANS OF LAND, LIFE, SEEDS AND LOVE  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

On South Africa’s Human Rights – 21st March 
2015, the Rural Women’s Assembly launched 
its LAND FOR FOOD CAMPAIGN in Cape 
Town. 

Rural women from each province sent 
representatives to what was a procession 
through the streets of Cape Town. 

Starting in District Six, an area well-known 
for the violent forced removals which took 
place there during apartheid, the women 
gathered on open field. Here, we the 
morning began with representatives of the 
Khoi San creating a circle with rocks to 
indicate a “sacred space”, telling us about 
their bond to the land and its history. 

The women also spoke about their 
experiences using poetry and a marimba 
band joined us on the open field. 

We proceeded from District Six through the 
streets of Cape Town carrying our banners, 
balloons and flags, chanting as we walked. 

Making our way to the Western Cape 
Provincial legislature. Stopping along the 
way as more women spoke as they led the 

procession. Our sea of black and greed t-
shirts could be seen by all in the city as we 
raised awareness about our demands, ONE 
WOMAN 1 HECTARE! And LAND FOR 
FOOD! 

At the legislature a representative of the 
province accepted our memorandum, which 
was signed, and as we left the women 
chanted, IMPLEMENT! Urging the 
government to implement what we asked 
for. 

We then proceeded to the Centre for the 
Book where we were addressed by the 
Commission for Gender Equality and the 
South African Human Rights Commission’s 
deputy chair, Pregs Govender. 

They listened to the stories of the women 
that were present, with woman after woman 
talking about their struggle for land and food 
in fighting hunger, and the situation of 
women on the farms in Cape Town.  

It was here where we also started our post 
card campaign, where you could send a post 
card to the Minister of Rural Development 
and Land Reform, asking him for LAND 
FOOD! 

 

MEMORANDUM 
Women sit outside the Western Cape provincial 
legislature waiting to hand over their memorandum. 

 

Why are we marching? 
What inspired the call for FOOD FOR LAND and 1 
WOMAN 1 HECTARE! 

 

LAUNCHING THE LAND FOR FOOD 
CAMPAIGN 
by [Article Author] 

 

MARCH 2015 
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“I struggle to feed my children: my 

wages are not enough and I don’t 

have land to grow food. Every 

month, the food prices rise. 

Sometimes, I can only feed my 

children with bread and black 

coffee, and I go to bed hungry. The 

farmer is threatening us with 

eviction, and we have nowhere to 

go”. (Sanna, farm worker). 

As we celebrate Human Rights Day 

on 21 March, Sanna and thousands 

of other South African rural women 

cannot realise their human rights as 

they face escalating evictions from 

farms, tenure insecurity, a lack of 

independent access to land & 

water, fishing rights and food 

insecurity. It is an outrage that 13 

million South Africans, or 1 in 4, go 

hungry despite the fact that the 

country produces enough food and 

that we all have a constitutional 

right to food. Clearly, it is not the 

availability of food that is the 

problem, but rather access to food. 

While rural women, like Sanna, play 

a vital role in food production and 

the economies of their 

communities, they report that they 

often go hungry because they do 

not own land and wages are too 

low. Although agriculture is one of 

the pillars of the Western Cape 

economy, farm workers are among 

the most food insecure in the 

province. Meanwhile, small 

producers face various challenges 

because they lack ownership and 

access to productive land and 

water, while government support in 

the form of extension 

services and inputs, is 

weak. 

Some women rural dwellers 

have found creative 

solutions to address their 

food security challenges, 

especially agro-ecological 

food production, although 

they face challenges in 

accessing land. Meanwhile, 

White farmers continue to 

own multiple farms, farm 

worker evictions continue 

apace, and the slow pace of 

land reform reproduces 

gross land ownership 

inequalities – and hunger. 

Women farm workers, dwellers, 

small farmers, fishers and forestry 

communities are saying they have 

been without land and other 

productive resources for long 

enough. As women in the Rural 

Women’s Assembly, we demand:  

• Fast and equitable land reform 

that benefits women: one woman, 

one hectare to grow food 

• Provision of commonage to poor 

people, rather than leasing it out to 

commercial farmers 

• Secure and independent tenure 

and land access for farm 

workers/dwellers, including women 

seasonal workers 

• Women’s independent tenure 

security and land ownership 

• Housing contracts in the name of 

women farm workers 

• An immediate end to farm worker 

evictions 

• Prosecution of farmers guilty of 

constructive and illegal evictions 

• Provision of alternative and 

emergency accommodation when 

farm workers are legally evicted 

• Expropriation of unproductive and 

multiple farms 

• An end to farm worker equity 

schemes: dividends are often not 

ensured, farm workers are still 

evicted, lose their jobs and have no 

land access 

• Dignified housing with water, 

sanitation, electricity and other 

basic services 

• Enforcement of the Minimum 

Wage for farm workers 

• Rights for small-scale farmers to 

land and water 

• Environmentally sustainable 

agricultural support to small-scale 

farmers 

• End to policies and practices 

which discriminate against women 

in traditional-authority areas 

• Preferential access and rights for 

artisanal and subsistence fishers 

• The right to use forestry 

plantations for income generation 

for forestry communities. 

Without these, rural women cannot 

realise their constitutional rights to 

dignity; adequate housing; sufficient 

food and water; and equality in 

terms of race, ethnicity and gender. 

 

MEMORANDUM 
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WHY WE ARE 
LAUNCHING THIS 
CAMPAIGN AND THE 
LONG MARCH 

 

For the RWA the story of Mandela 

is a story of struggle that started in 

the rural village where land and 

rural livelihoods was at the 

foundation of his life experience. 

Mandela’s life was a struggle for 

many freedoms! But his story and 

struggle is not the only journey for 

freedom.  

 

South Africa also inspired Ghandi to 

lead a long march against 

colonialism. Then in 1954 women 

undertook the historic march 

against apartheid! Women from 

across South Africa marched on the 

9th August against the pass laws. 

All these struggles and many others 

inspired our campaign and proposal 

to launch the campaign for the Long 

March to Freedom  

 

 

It is also a 

campaign that 

wants to say 

we also need: 

"freedom from 

landlessness, 

freedom from 

poverty, 

hunger, 

freedom from 

violence and 

oppression”. 

The decision 

to launch the 

campaign on 21st March is to 

coincide with Human Rights Day so 

that we as the RWA can make the 

link between the right to food, land, 

women’s rights and human rights 

and dignity. 

But the launch is only the beginning 

of the campaign. 

This procession through Cape 

Town is also about solidarity 

between rural women, struggles of 

farm dwellers, forest workers, 

landless and small producers. 

In addition, it will also be a moment 

to connect with the poor in the 

townships and build bridges with 

those fighting for decent work and 

food. We will be building solidarity 

with those who say no to rising food 

prices, to GMOs and the corporate 

capture of our food system. 

This is a significant moment 

because on the 21st March the 

RWA (South Africa) will not only 

launch the campaign for land but it 

will bring together hundreds of rural 

women from across South Africa 

presenting popular organisations 

and NGOs in a common platform. 

 

 

READ THE PRESS STATEMENT 

ONE WOMAN ONE HECTARE! 
 
This year marks the 100 year anniversary of 
the First International Congress of Women 
and unlike its humble beginnings with 12 
Northern countries, today millions of women 
across the globe stand united in a call for 
freedom. No struggle for women has been 
won without women themselves demanding 
their political space, life and love. The 
struggle to end apartheid would not have 
been possible without women demanding 
their rights. 
 

While women can vote and have changed the 
world and behaviours of all, the struggle for 
freedom continues amongst sisters across 
the planet for one woman one hectare. Civil 
and political rights are meaningless when 
there are no socio-economic rights in a 
capitalist world where money and men talk 
while women languish in poverty. 
 
It will take 77 years for women to achieve 
equality in pay at the current rate of progress 
and it will take 123 years for rural women to 
gain labour equality at the current rate of 
progress. It has taken the ruling party 20 
years to realise its land reform program is 
failing, 20 years to acknowledge small holder 
faming women are the most successful and 
now we have promises for new legislation, a 
valuer general and the end of willing buyer 
willing seller, how much longer must we wait. 
 
The Rural Women’s Assembly will not wait, 
we will walk to ensure that land, respect and 
equality are achieved in our lifetime. 
 
Rural women are the guardians of seed, life 
and love. Without land, seeds cannot be 
planted. Without land, life cannot be brought 
forth and without land in the hands of 
women, the love for nature does not exist 
while corporate control rapidly destroys the 
planet we share. 
 
We will not wait to be given land and will 
march across the world in unity with our 
sisters. Our march with 27 stops (ti mark 27 
years of Nelson Mandela’s imprisonment) in 
the 60th anniversary of the freedom charter 
is a reminder to all that the organized 
struggle for freedom of women is a force to 
be reckoned with. Our struggle for freedom 
is 40 years older than the Freedom Charter 
and we will not wait any longer for change. 
 
We will not wait for willing buyer willing 
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seller, we are willing women and we occupy 
and guard the earth. One woman refusing to 
move on a bus galvanized the fight for civil 
and political rights, women refusing to sew 
for Ford created the Equal Pay Act. This year 
millions of women on the move will change 
our relationship to the earth. 
 
South Africa celebrates Human Rights Day 
on Saturday, 21 March. The RWA will not 
wait on the promises of land reform made by 
President Jacob Zuma in his State of the 
Nation Address. Women do not need a 
process for change promised by politicians. 
The Rural Women’s Assembly will not wait 
on the introduction of new policy 
frameworks, the Rural Women’s Assembly IS 
NOT WAITING, WE ARE WALKING! 
 
At 10 am at the District Six open fields in 
Cape Town, we start walking, walking to 
demand LAND FOR FOOD and ONE 
WOMAN ONE HECTARE.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Rural Women’s Assembly 
participated in the Alternative 
Mining Indaba (AMI) held in Cape 
Town, South Africa this year. 

This was a gathering of activists 
and civil society groups who 
came to express their views and 
frustrations at the state of their 
countries due to mining, looking 
for alternatives, solutions and 
solidarity with each other. 

On the first day they marched 
through Cape Town, making their 
presence felt as the main Mining 
Indaba was held at Cape Town’s 
International Convention Centre, 
where all the business people were 
making decisions regarding our 
future. 

The Alternative Mining Indaba 
provided a platform to communities 
to raise awareness around the 
issues that affect them, information 
around policy and issues of 

development. It looked at the issue 
of exclusion of communities in 
decision making processes and 
whether or not mining actually 
benefits communities. Other issues 
raised included the role of the State 
and the police in relation to violence 
on the mines, the protection of 
citizens and activists, issues 
regarding the environment, health 
and quality of life and the legal 
framework of mining.  

Also, we partnered with Action Aid 
(through the People’s Dialogue) on 

a public dialogue event held at the 
Centre for the Book in the city 
centre. The event was well 
attended as people came to discuss 
the narrative of Africa Rising. This 
narrative has recently taken shape 
where many are saying that Africa 
is the “world’s next powerhouse” 
due to her vast natural resources. 
Also, this narrative is linked to 
growth rates of 6-7% which is linked 
to an exploitative extractive 
industry.  

Speakers included: Fatima 

Shabodien (ActionAid South Africa: 

Country Director), Maria Julia 

Gomes Andrade (Mining Affected 

Communities, part of MST  Brazil: 

Coordinator), Amade Suca  

(ActionAid Mozambique: Executive 

Director), Ashok Subron  

(Alternatives & Resistance 

Mauritius: Leader), Moloko Mokame 

(One Million Climate Jobs 

Caption 2 style is used to add 
picture captions. Captions are in 
text boxes for easy placement 
relative to images. 

 

THE ALTERNATIVE MINING INDABA 
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Campaign: Chairperson). This was 

chaired by well-known local 

journalist, Crystal Orderson.  

 

Many who attended expressed their 

frustration at the fact that we still 

had to attend an alternative event 

rather than form part of the main 

Mining Indaba. It was suggested 

that movements meet quarterly to 

monitor the situation in different 

countries, but that it was something 

that could only be implemented by 

the movements themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In March the Rural Women’s Assembly participated in a 
communication strategy workshop in Nairobi, Kenya.  

The meeting was hosted by AFSA (Alliance for Food 
Sovereignty in Africa), a network of networks. This 
meeting was an opportunity for all its partners to come 
up with a communication strategy for 2016 with a focus 
on work around Genetically Modified Organisms 
(GMOs). 
 

The gathering consisted of representatives from 
southern, west and east Africa as we were guided 
through what the current situation is with regard to anti-
GM work in each country. The participants shared 
information about   their countries and the many 
challenges they faced in convincing their governments to 
not accept GMs.  

There were also many success stories of advocacy and 
mobilization with regard to this issue. The room 
consisted of communications people as well as 
researches and GM lobby groups. All agreed that the 
messaging and communication strategy would be very 
important in further mobilization and creating a narrative 
to tackle the media machines of GM corporates.

 

 

 

Other events this month included a Workshop on Capacity Building on Advocacy and Lobbying, held in 
Johannesburg. It was attended by representatives from the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

AFSA COMMUNICATION 
STRATEGY WORKSHOP 
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Follow us on Twitter: @womensassembly   

“like” us on facebook.com/SARuralWomen 
 


